Prevalence of chromosomal aberrations in breeding pigs in Spain.
The main aim of this study was to document the prevalence of chromosomal aberrations found to date on the pig population in Spain, a country in which this production sector has a critical role, being the fourth country in the world in pig production and the second one within the European Union. The total number of animals studied was 849, and the founded frequency of carrier pigs with chromosomal alterations was 3.8%. When only the structural alterations were considered, the prevalence in males was 3.3%. This percentage is far from the 0.5% of carrier boars that has been estimated in France, a country where there is a systematic cytogenetic screening of future breeding pigs since 1992. In order to avoid the productive and economic losses caused by karyotype alterations in breeding pigs, it would be important to establish a cytogenetic screening of breeding animals at artificial insemination centres and genetic selection farms.